
Animal Karma in Morelos 

Did you know that in the Mexican State of Morelos there are six species of felines that 

inhabit in Mexico? These are the jaguar, the ocelot, the tigrillo, the puma, the lynx and 

the jaguarundi; unfortunately, the former three listed are catalogued as in danger, and 

the jaguarundi as threatened. Each one of these species plays a predator role and is 

necessary for the survival of their ecosystems. However, their presence can affect human 

establishments, for instance when they prey on livestock. Consequently, it is very 

important to monitor these species to be able to understand their behavior and propose 

conservation strategies that take into consideration the needs of communities that share 

their home with these felines.  

 

Fig. 1 Registers of feline species of felines in the state of Morelos, Mexico where the margay, the ocelot, 

the jaguarundi and the lynx are the most common. 

Furthermore, the goal of this project is to bring awareness of the importance of conserving 

the margay, the jaguarundi, the ocelot, and the puma in these remote areas, as these 

species have been ignored in the state, and the country although studies suggested that 



in Morelos we have registered the 6 cat species of Mexico. No formal studies or 

conservation strategies have been implemented in the state for these species, something 

we want to change urgently.  

Animal Karma´s project in the state reserve called Reserva Estatal Sierra Monte Negro, 

in Morelos, focuses on monitoring small wild felines to procure conservation strategies 

of both the feline species and their habitats. The goal is to obtain data regarding these 

felines in order to determine their 

presence or absence in the 

reserve´s territory, which extends 

through 7,724.85 hectares, and, in 

case they are present, their 

distribution and abundance. To 

meet this goal, in March 2020 

Animal Karma, in collaboration 

with the State’s government, placed fixed sampling stations in strategic positions in the 

lowland deciduous forest of the reserve.  

The monitoring project in the reserve implies constant review of the camera traps. The 

first review of the sampling taken registered several mammal and bird species, among 

them deer, coatis, cacomixtles, coyotes, gray foxes, vultures, tapacaminos and domestic 

dogs.  



 

White-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) 

 

Gray fox (Urocyon cinereoargenteus) 

 

Cacomixtle (Bassariscus astutus) 

 

Vulture (Cathartes aura) 

 

 

 



Domestic dogs (Canis lupus familiaris) 

One group of mammals that we 

registered the most in the territory was 

that of domestic dogs. As part of the 

conservation efforts of species and 

ecosystems, Animal Karma will soon 

launch a sterilization campaign of 

domestic dogs that live in the reserve. 

This has the objective of preserving the 

balance of the ecosystem and help 

reestablished and conserve the wild cat populations in the area. 

So far none of the targeted felines have been registered in our monitoring efforts; 

however, we will continue to sample and review the camera traps in order to collect more 

information to then provide the necessary protection for the cats and their ecosystems. 


